
Comparing Daniel's prophecy of the 70 weeks with its historical fulfillment
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1. “Seventy weeks” (Hebrew lit. “seventy sevens”) 
are 70 cycles of 7 prophetic years (360 days 
each, cp. Dan 7:25; Rev 11:2-3).  Therefore, 
one “week” is 7X360 days, or 2520 days.

2. The 70 weeks are divided by the text into 4 
periods: 7 weeks, 62 weeks, an indefinite 
parenthesis, and 1 week. The first period marks 
the period of the rebuilding of Jerusalem.  The 
second period marks the time till the arrival of 
Messiah, when he is also “cut off” or crucified. 
After the crucifiction of Messiah there is an 
indefinite gap during which the city is destroyed. 
The final period of one “week”  begins with the 
signing of the covenant between the nation of 
Israel and the “prince that will come” (Antichrist) 
and concludes with the 2nd Coming of Messiah.

3. Since the first 69 “weeks” are historically past, it 
is possible to confirm their accuracy by using 
them to calculate the date of the crucifiction of 
Christ.  69 X 2520 = 173880 days; 173880 / 
365.25 = 476 solar years; 445 B.C.+ 476 years 
= 32 A.D. (between 1 B.C. and 1 A.D. is only 
one year).
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